
Cal/OSHA Updates, Activity, and 

Standard Surprises for 2023

2023 APMA Forum

William J. Krycia, MPH, CIH

Senior Safety & Health Consultant

Zenith Insurance Company

1



DISCLAIMER

Zenith Insurance Company (Zenith) assists employers in evaluating workplace safety

exposures. Surveys and related services may not reveal every hazard, exposure, and/or

violation of safety practices. Inspections by Zenith do not result in any warranty that the

workplace, operations, machinery, appliances or equipment are safe or in compliance with

applicable regulations. Any recommendations and related services are not and should not be

construed as legal advice or be used as a substitute for legal advice. Employee protection is

ultimately the responsibility of the employer. Policy coverage is not contingent upon the

provision, efficacy or sufficiency of these services.

No part of this presentation may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,

electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval

system, without express written permission from a Zenith officer.

Zenith Insurance Company makes no representations or warranties, express or implied,

guarantees or conditions of compliance with applicable laws or regulations and such compliance

is ultimately the responsibility of the employer. Zenith expressly disclaims any and all liability with

respect to any actions taken or not taken based upon the information contained in this

presentation or with respect to any errors or omissions contained in such information.
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Topics

• New Cal/OSHA requirements and safety best practices 

for:

– Work-related employee injury & illness reporting

– Employee access to Written Injury & Illness Prevention Program 

– Wildfire smoke protection

• Update on Cal/OSHA enforcement activity 

• Programs

• On the Horizon

• Resources 
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AB 1805 - 8/30/2019

• Changed definitions of serious injury and exposure

• Dropped 24-hour time limit for hospitalization and 

reporting

• Aligned concept of “realistic possibility” to injury severity

Work-related Employee Injury & 

Illness Reporting 
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Effective early 2020

– Title 8 Section 330:

• “Serious injury or illness” means 

– Any injury or illness occurring in a place of employment or in 

connection with any employment that requires inpatient 

hospitalization for other than medical observation or diagnostic 

testing

– Or in which an employee suffers

» Amputation

» Loss of an eye

» Any serious degree of permanent disfigurement

Work-related Employee Injury & 

Illness Reporting (continued)
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Written Injury & Illness 

Prevention Program

Allow employees access to program:

– Written or electronic copy

– Employer notice to employees of right of access

– Must be in written program
• 1. Provide access in a reasonable time, place, and manner, 

but in no event later than five (5) business days after the request for 

access is received from an employee or designated representative.

• 2. Provide unobstructed access through a company server 

or website, which allows an employee to review, print, and email the 

current version of the Program. Unobstructed access means that 

the employee, as part of their regular work duties, predictably and 

routinely uses the electronic means to communicate with 

management or coworkers.
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Document source Zenith library
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Protection from Wildfire Smoke 

Passage of Permanent Standard 

– Title 8 Section 5141.1

– Elements, Hazard Assessment

• Communication

• Training and instruction

• Control of harmful exposures to wildfire smoke

9



Protection from Wildfire Smoke (continued)

Appendix B

– Information to be 

provided to employees 

(mandatory)

– Use to train employees 

– Other versions 

acceptable as long as 

they address critical 

elements
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Protection from Wildfire Smoke (continued)

Safety Best Practices for wildfire smoke:

– Assessing critical operations

– Monitoring

– Communicating 

– Personal protective equipment and other safety 

practices

• Ventilation:  https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/wildfire/Indoor-

Protection-from-Wildfire-Smoke.html

– Employee Training

– Response
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Cal/OSHA Enforcement Activity 
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Cal/OSHA Enforcement Inspections in NAICS Major Group 
11 Agricultural Production Crops by Calendar Year

Data from Fed-OSHA
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Note:  2022 data includes approximately 250 high heat 
inspections



Cal/OSHA Enforcement Activity
NAICS 11 
(continued)

Frequent Citations 10-1-2020 to 9-30-2021

Title 8 Section 3395, Heat Illness Prevention

Title 8 Section 3203, Injury and Illness Prevention Program

Title 8 Section 3457, Field Sanitation

Title 8 Section 342, Reporting Serious Injury/Fatality

Title 8 Section 3441, Operation of Ag Equipment

Title 8 Section 3314, Control of Hazardous Energy (LOTO)
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Current Enforcement Activity

• Here’s the link so that you can look at the 

frequently cited Title 8 sections for your 

NAICS industry group

– https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/citedstandard.ht

ml

• Note to self:  Share the caveat!
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https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/citedstandard.html


Cal/OSHA Enforcement Activity
NAICS 11 
(continued)
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• 43 accident inspections, Calendar Year 

2021

– 28 Fatalities

• 8 COVID-19

• Others

– Struck by

– Lock out/tag out

– Carbon monoxide

– Falling tree

Data from Fed-OSHA



Cal/OSHA Enforcement Activity
NAICS 11 
(continued)
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• 36 accident inspections, Calendar Year 

2022

– 15 Fatalities

• Zero COVID-19

• Others

– Struck by

– Lock out/tag out

– Pinned between tractor and implement

– Falling tree

Data from Fed-OSHA



Current Enforcement Activity

• Data from last 2022 Cal/OSHA Advisory 

Committee meeting shows onsite inspection 

numbers returning to normal range (~5400* vs 

~8000 pre-pandemic)
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*November 2022 Cal/OSHA Advisory 
Committee



Cal/OSHA Enforcement Activity
(continued) 

Continued use of “Letter in Lieu of Inspection”

– Need timely response

– ~8500 letter inspections*

– Significant increase in “on-site” inspections

– Enforcement

• Standard, classic, enforcement action with possibility of 

citations with monetary penalties
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Mandatory Safety Programs

• Injury and Illness Prevention Program

• COVID-19 Prevention Program

• Wildfire Smoke Protection Program

• Heat Illness Prevention Program
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On the Cal/OSHA Horizon

• Permanent Infectious Disease/COVID 

Program

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Non_

Emergency_Regulations/ ` ````

• Indoor Heat

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/doshreg/heat-

illness-prevention-indoors/
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https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Non_Emergency_Regulations/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/doshreg/heat-illness-prevention-indoors/


On the Cal/OSHA Horizon

• Workplace Violence Prevention

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/doshreg/Workplac

e-Violence-in-General-Industry/

• Changes to First Aid Standard

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/OSHSB/First-Aid.html
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https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/doshreg/Workplace-Violence-in-General-Industry/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/OSHSB/First-Aid.html


Resources

• Work related employee injury and illness 

reporting

– http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xht

ml?bill_id=201920200AB1805

• Field Sanitation

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/OSHSB/Single-User-Toilet-

Facilities.html
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http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1805
https://www.dir.ca.gov/OSHSB/Single-User-Toilet-Facilities.html


Wildfire Smoke
– Cal/OSHA:  https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/Worker-Health-

and-Safety-in-Wildfire-Regions.html

– Appendix B (English):  

https://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/5141_1b.html

– (Spanish):  

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/doshreg/Protection-from-

Wildfire-Smoke/Spanish/Protection-from-Wildfire-Smoke-

Emergency-proptxt-spanish.pdf

– USEPA/CARB/CDPH:

– https://www.airnow.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/wildfire-

smoke-guide_0.pdf

• -Requirements to Protect Workers Exposed to Wildfire      
Smoke Training Video
English | español
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https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/Worker-Health-and-Safety-in-Wildfire-Regions.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/5141_1b.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/doshreg/Protection-from-Wildfire-Smoke/Spanish/Protection-from-Wildfire-Smoke-Emergency-proptxt-spanish.pdf
https://www.airnow.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/wildfire-smoke-guide_0.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJYGNDNZOkc&list=PL4OjJzCjNowGMmwxMBp6twhhNYwn53TCE&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctQlwLPc81w&list=PL4OjJzCjNowGMmwxMBp6twhhNYwn53TCE&index=2


Resources (continued)

• Night work

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/oshsb/documents/Outdoor-

Agricultural-Operations-During-Hours-of-Darkness-

apprvdtxt.pdf

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/Night-

Agriculture-fs.pdf

• Injury and Illness Prevention Program IIPP

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/OSHSB/Employee-Access-to-

Injury-and-Illness-Prevention-Program.html

– https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/puborder.asp#IIPP
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https://www.dir.ca.gov/oshsb/documents/Outdoor-Agricultural-Operations-During-Hours-of-Darkness-apprvdtxt.pdf
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https://www.dir.ca.gov/OSHSB/Employee-Access-to-Injury-and-Illness-Prevention-Program.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/puborder.asp#IIPP


Resources (continued)

• COVID-19

– Reporting of confirmed cases to Cal/OSHA

• https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Reporting-

Requirements-COVID-19.html

– Frequently asked questions (Updated November 

2022)

• https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/ETS.html

– “Non-emergency” standard:  

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Non_

Emergency_Regulations/
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https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Reporting-Requirements-COVID-19.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/ETS.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Non_Emergency_Regulations/


Resources (continued)

– NIOSH Western Center for Ag Health and Safety  

https://aghealth.ucdavis.edu/covid19

• Note:  also a good resource for wildfire smoke protection 

information 
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https://aghealth.ucdavis.edu/covid19
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